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POLICY FOR THE INSTALLATION, REPLACEMENT, RELOCATION AND 

MAINTENANCE OF CATTLE GUARDS UPON COUNTY ROADS 

 

This policy of the Board of County Commissioners is for the installation, 

replacement, relocation and maintenance of cattle guards upon any maintained or non-

maintained county roads. Cattle guards are permitted for the convenience of the 

landowners of land traversed by a County Road.  This policy is to best use the limited 

resources of Crook County. 

This policy is necessary since approximately 1,000+ miles of county roads exist 

in Crook County and the County does not have the funds to replace and maintain cattle 

guards at every landowners’ property boundary or partition fence.  Cattle guard 

maintenance, replacements, relocation and new installations are a large portion of the 

annual budgets, with an estimated 3 million dollars replacement cost for approximately 

475 cattle guards currently in service in 2015.   

Landowners do not have an absolute right to install cattle guards upon county 

roads.  The County has the right to regulate county roads and whether or not they will 

allow the use of cattle guards on the county roads pursuant to W.S. 11-28-105 and 24-1-

104.  Previous agreements entered into by previous Boards of County Commissioners are 

not binding beyond their terms of office.   

The County prefers that county roads are lane fenced pursuant to its setback 

policies to keep livestock off the road and avoid causing additional expense to the 

taxpayers due to maintenance of county roads and of the cattle guards.  The placements 

of new cattle guards where one has not existed before should be limited to no more than 

one (1) per mile along a County Road.  The removal rather than the replacement of cattle 

guards is encouraged.  If a landowner is replacing or installing a fence line along a county 

road the county may upon request reasonably blade back the area to be fenced to remove 

brush and smooth the area where the fence line is to be located.   

Cattle guards will not be installed in large lot developments, subdivisions or other 

divisions of land just because new property boundaries were created that traverse the 

county road.  Landowners that sell or divide land should transfer property along the 

centerline of the county road so that the road can be lane fenced at a minimum of 33 feet 

from the centerline of the road and 50 feet is preferred, so that snow may be plowed 

without destroying the landowners’ fence.  The county does not fence and is not 

responsible for damage to any fence caused by snow plowing or routine maintenance 

within the right of way.     

 The Applicant shall pay for the installation, replacement, relocation and 

maintenance of any cattle guard at fees set by the Board of County Commissioners.  

 

LIMIT ON THE NUMBER OF CATTLE GUARDS  

1. No more than 475 cattle guards will be in service on the county road 

system.  Once the limit is met, no new installations will be approved unless one is 

removed from the system.  

 

 



 

  

Policy on Cattle Guards on County Roads   Page 2 of 5 

CLEANING FEE    

1. Any person that requests that a cattle guard be cleaned shall pay the 

required fee.  

FEE STRUCTURE  

 1. The Board of County Commissioners shall, on a periodic basis, set the 

fees concerning cattle guards.  The initial fees shall be set for the following: 

  a. Installation of a 16 feet wide cattle guard $10,000.00 

  b. Installation of a 24 feet wide cattle guard    $15,000.00 

  c. Replacement of a 16 feet wide cattle guard Actual labor and 

materials costs 

  d. Replacement of a 24 feet wide cattle guard Actual labor and 

materials costs 

  e. Cleaning of a 16 feet wide cattle guard $250.00 

  f. Cleaning of a 24 feet wide cattle guard $400.00 

  g.  Relocation of an existing cattle guard shall be a minimum of 

$3,000 and any additional time and materials over $3,000 will be billed for 

repairs from the nearest county shop.   

 

PROCESS FOR REPLACEMENT OF DEFICIENT CATTLE GUARDS 

1. The Crook County Road and Bridge Superintendent will make the 

judgment and plan for the replacement of up to ten (10) cattle guards per year using the 

criteria below.  This process will be completed by the 1
st
 of every year and notifications 

will be sent prior to the replacement.   

2. When a cattle guard meets any of the following criteria it will be 

recommended for removal or replacement: 

 a. Cattle guard width shall meet or exceed the road top width when 

measured from shoulder to shoulder of the traveled way. 

 b. Any structure that would not meet or exceed an HS-20 FHWA 

Load rating (32,000 lbs. per axle) as determined by a licensed Wyoming 

Engineer will be considered for replacement.  

 c. Any structure with wood bases will be considered for replacement. 

 d. Any structure with physical damage beyond repair will be 

replaced. 

3. The Crook County Road and Bridge office will notify and invoice the 

owner(s) of the land by first class mail at the last known address on record with the 

County Assessor’s Office, and if they receive no response in two weeks they will contact 

them by telephone call where the cattle guard exists of the upcoming replacement after 

the 1
st
 of every year.  

4. If the balance is not paid within ninety (90) days of notification, the Crook 

County Road and Bridge office will notify the owner(s) of the land by first class mail at 

the last known address on record with the County Assessor’s Office that the cattle guard 

will be removed from the road and delivered to the owner(s) residence or an agreed upon 

location. 
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PROCESS FOR APPLICATION FOR A PERMIT FOR CATTLE GAURDS 

1. The party requesting to install, replace or relocate a cattle guard upon a 

county road shall provide the following documents to the Road and Bridge office: 

 a. A completed and signed “Application” for a “Permit for Cattle 

Guard;” 

 b. Payment for the non-refundable Application fee; and 

 c. Set up a meeting with the Road and Bridge office to review and 

complete the Application. 

 2. Upon receipt of the Application and Application Fee the Road and Bridge 

office will gather other information including a map that shows the road, road number, 

land ownership and the mailing addresses of all adjoining surface owners from the 

County Assessor’s office. This information will be used later by the Board of County 

Commissioners, Road and Bridge Department and County Attorney pertaining to the road 

in question.   

 3. INITIAL MEETING:  At the initial meeting, the Road and Bridge 

Superintendent and the Applicant shall: 

a. Review the information provided by the Applicant; 

b. Determine where there are already existing cattle guards on the 

entire road and any adjoining road;  

c. Determine who the adjoining landowners are and if existing fence 

lines are on the actual legal boundary between landowners or are located 

on an agreed upon location between the adjoining land owners.   

d. Review the “Permit for Cattle Guard” to make sure it is properly 

prepared. 

4. REVIEW:  After the initial meeting the Road and Bridge Superintendent shall 

review the Application and other items he deems relevant to determine if the Application 

should be approved, denied, is in need of further information or another alternative 

should be considered.  The review may include but is not limited to:  

a. If requested, the County Attorney will give the legal status of the 

road.   

b. If requested, the Sheriff should be present to provide input on 

traffic, speed, or any other law enforcement matters that may be an issue.  

c. If requested, the Growth and Development Department should give 

their input concerning land ownership, mapping, addressing, subdivision, 

permitting or other issues concerning the parties or land ownership.  

d. Since this affects their ability to obtain a cattle guard, any 

adjoining landowners within one (1) mile of the cattle guard may be 

contacted to give their input.  

 5. When the Road and Bridge Superintendent determines that the Board of 

County Commissioners should or should not consider the Application, then he shall 

notify the Applicant and deliver the Application and documentation to the County Clerk. 

 6. The County Clerk shall:  

a. Set the review hearing at their next regular meeting in no less than 

two (2) weeks from the date of mailing the notice. 
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b. Notify by first class mail the Applicant and adjoining landowners 

of the review hearing of the Road and Bridge Superintendent’s decision by 

the County Commissioners.  

 7. If the Board of County Commissioners allow the Application, they will 

enter into the “Permit for Cattle Guard” and require the Applicant to pay for all costs as 

set forth in the Permit. Any Permits will be entered into with parties in writing after 

receipt of payment. 

8. If the Board of County Commissioners denies the Application, the Road 

and Bridge Superintendent shall deny any Application for a cattle guard in the same area 

by the Applicant for two (2) years.   

9. The “Permit for Cattle Guard” shall be recorded in the County Clerk’s 

Office and the appropriate Road File.   

 

VARIANCE 

 

If the Applicant or land owners are denied a permit for a cattle guard by the Road 

and Bridge Superintendent, the requesting parties or land owners that so desire may pay 

additional fees to obtain a cattle guard and ensure that the taxpayers of the county are not 

burdened further.  

 

MAINTENANCE OF CATTLE GUARDS 

1. Once a cattle guard is in place, it becomes the property of Crook County.  

If a cattle guard is replaced it remains property of Crook County.  If a cattle guard is 

removed from service it becomes the property of original landowner that entered into the 

agreement for installation or his successor and assigns in interest to the land. 

2. No one but the Road and Bridge Department shall clean the void below 

the cattle guard surface without a prior written “Maintenance Agreement” with the 

County.  Landowners shall notify the Road and Bridge Department if the cattle guard 

needs cleaned at least 30 days before they turn in livestock or need it cleaned.  

3. Cattle guards shall not be cleaned in the winter months due to snow build 

up; this is unavoidable and affects all cattle guards in the county. 

4. In the event that cattle guard is full of dirt or snow, no object(s) shall be 

placed across the cattle guard to deter livestock from walking across the cattle guard.   

5. County maintenance ends at the wing post and the county will provide no 

fence maintenance. 

 

FENCING 

1. Landowners shall set back any fence a minimum of 33 feet from centerline 

of the road, unless the landowner can provide a recorded easement showing a more 

restrictive right of way for the County Road.  The County prefers a 50 feet wide set back 

from centerline of the road to allow ample room for snowplowing so it does not crush the 

fence.  Some County Roads have wider right of way or easements and these have usually 

been previously fenced in that manner.  Landowners fence at their own risk.   
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2. Any wire gates shall be placed to the side of the cattle guard as necessary, 

but is the responsibility of the adjoining landowner(s). 

3. All cattle guards on County Roads shall be provided with wings and posts.  

The wings cannot be removed.  Landowners may use the wing post as a brace post, but 

shall not tie their fence to the cattle guard.  

4. The removal rather than the replacement of cattle guards is encouraged.   

5. If a landowner is replacing or installing a fence line along a county road 

the county may upon request reasonably blade back the area to be fenced to remove brush 

and smooth the fence line.   

6. Cattle guards will not be installed in large lot developments, subdivisions 

or other divisions of land just because new property boundaries were created that traverse 

the road.  

7. Landowners that sell or divide land should transfer property along the 

centerline of the county road so that they can lane fence the road at a preferred minimum 

of 50 feet so that snow may be plowed without destroying the landowners’ fence.   

8. No person shall post a notice purporting to restrict access over a County 

road, within the county road right of way, unless the restriction has been approved by the 

Board of County Commissioners and the failure to remove the notice may be punishable 

by W.S. 24-1-133.  Signs indicating “County Road through Private Property” with the 

same size wording as the restrictive notice are allowed in the right of way.  

 

Motion made, seconded and carried in an open meeting on       

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS IN AND FOR CROOK COUNTY, WY 

 

BY        

KELLY B. DENNIS, CHAIRMAN 

 

BY        

JEANNE A. WHALEN, VICE-CHAIRWOMAN 

 

BY        

STEVE J. STAHLA, MEMBER 

State of Wyoming } 

   } 

County of Crook   } 

Signed or attested before me on        , 2016 

by Kelly B. Dennis, Chairman, Jeanne A. Whalen, Vice-Chairwoman and Steve J. Stahla, 

Member, Board of Crook County Commissioners in and for Crook County, Wyoming. 

(Seal)                               

LINDA FRITZ, CROOK COUNTY CLERK 

My term of office expires January 7, 2019 

 


